DRAFT MINUTES
ACT RED HILL BUSH REGENERATORS INC
Annual General Meeting 2014
9.30 am, 7 December 2014 at Red Hill
1. Attendees
Ross Kingsland, Michael Mulvaney, Paul Ratcliffe, Sue Ross, Sue Parr, Fred Knowler, Norm Pushak,
Fiona Blackburn, Ed Bristow, Angela Ivanovic, Geoff Thompson, Robert Wills, Trish Munro,
Robyn Tulloh, Andrew Zelnik.
2. Apologies: Miranda Gardner, Peter Clay
3. Minutes of the 2013 AGM
The draft Minutes were accepted without dissent. Moved P Ratcliffe, seconded A Ivanovic.
4. Business arising from the Minutes
All business arising was dealt with elsewhere in the meeting
5. Correspondence addressed to the AGM
Two items of correspondence were reported:
•
•

10 January 2014 RHRG submission on the Draft Tracks and Trails Strategy
8 July 2014: RHRG submission on the ACT Environment Offsets Policy and Delivery
Framework Position Paper.

Documents relating to these items of correspondence are on the RHRG website. The ACT
government has not posted any further information.
The Secretary advised that day-to-day emails are not included in the correspondence report.
6. President’s report
The President spoke to the report at Attachment A:
•
•

•
•
•
•

RHRG has had a good year overall.
Bulk of work was on removing Cootamundra wattles, and verbascum. Also work commenced
on clearing the callistemon planting near the restaurant. The last remaining area of really
dense woody weeds is around the golf course.
Weekday activities well attended, and more participants are welcome.
New positions established: Notices Co-ordinator and Plantings Co-ordinator.
Work plan being developed.
Discussions with the Federal Golf Course are ongoing; no specific development planned yet.
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•
•
•

Celebrations of 25 years of Parkcare included a two-day forum. Michael Mulvaney a great
success as after dinner speaker. Next forum in 2015.
42 members and many more on the ‘friends’ email.
Many thanks to the Parkcare Co-ordinator Jasmine Foxlee and the Parkcare Ranger Craig
Wainwright for their excellent work.

M Mulvaney noted that the number of developments per annum on the reserve, by Telstra, ACTEW
etc, is decreasing.
7. Treasurer’s Report
The Financial Statement for 2013-14 is on the RHRG website.
Opening balance:

$2,109.43

Income:

$105.24

Expenditure

$298.92

Closing balance:

$1,1915.75

No major expenditure is foreseen for 2015. The Treasurer encouraged more supporters to become
life members for $10.
8. 2013-14 Activities
M Mulvaney noted the work done to remove Cootamundra wattles; and that the new plantings will
need watering over summer.
In 2015 RHRG will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

try to complement contractor work mainly by undertaking work which the contractor doesn’t
do such as removing small patches of weeds, and weeds of lower priority
probably not work on Cootamundras for the next six months.
Consider doing rabbit warren mapping on a scheduled Sunday working session.
Not do a kangaroo count, although Don Fletcher may seek assistance to do this.
Thistles – to be considered. It is too late to spray Saffron, Spear and Scotch thistles but they
can be cut and chipped.
Some weeds seem to be in greater or lesser numbers depending on the nature of the
season. Need to keep an eye on St John’s Wort

9. Election of office bearers
Norm Pushack was nominated as the returning officer. Ross Kingsland noted that all current office
bearers have nominated but other nominations were definitely welcome.
R Kingsland requested two additional positions be filled – Notices Co-ordinator and Plantings Coordinator.
The following office bearers were elected unanimously. No other nominations were received.
Office
President
Vice President
Secretary
Public Officer
Treasurer
Conservation Officer

Office Bearer
Ross Kingsland
Andrew Zelnik
Sue Ross
Sue Ross
Paul Ratcliffe
Michael Mulvaney
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Southern Area Catchment
Group rep
Parkcare Coordinators Rep
Task Coordinator
Equipment officer
Chemicals
Web Manager
Conservation Council rep
Nest box coordinator
Notices Co-ordinators
Plantings Co-ordinator

Miranda Gardner
Sue Ross
Michael Mulvaney
Paul Ratcliffe
Sue Ross
Paul Ratcliffe
Andrew Zelnik
Fred Knowler
Robyn Tulloh, Trish Munro
Peter Clay

10. Other business
No other business proposed

The meeting closed at 10.15 am.
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Attachment A

ACT Red Hill Regenerators – President’s Annual Report 2013-14
Red Hill Regenerators (RHR) continues its work with energy on a number of fronts.
Highlights
• We continued removing Cootamundra wattle on the northern slopes of Red Hill (above
Mugga Way) as well as woody weeds, thistles and verbascum in different areas of the reserve
such as Davison Trig and behind Garran. We also spent an energetic session removing woody
weeds from the first few rows of the Callistemon plantings near Red Hill summit. This grove
of Callistemons was planted by Charles Weston and is a heritage site.
• I am please that we continue to gain new members who attend monthly activities. We are
attracting a pleasing 10-15 people each month with an additional 5 or so at the weekday
activities. Overall, we put in over 400 hours in 13 different activities. And you can see the
difference – there are no longer any large blocks of woody weeds and in amongst the large
pyrocanthus and cotoneasters, we are now removing smaller plants before they get
established. There’s still no shortage of work but the committee is looking at where we go
from here. We are likely this year to ask your help in measuring what weeds we have and
where they are located so that we can share with you a plan of action. I think that we may be
able to convince more people to join us if we can show them such a plan. We definitely
want more participants sharing our passion so please help us grow the number of active
members.
• We are maintaining a regular dialogue with the Federal Golf Club. The Club is still committed
to a commercial development within their current footprint although the location for this
changes from time to time. We are not supportive of a development on the boundary with
the unused section of their lease as this would require fire control measures in high value
woodland. It is pleasing that the ACT government has indicated that this unused section of
the golf club lease is recognised for its environmental value and would not be approved for
development. The golf club has acknowledged that this is the situation but we are keen to
have this section formally made part of the Red Hill reserve to protect it in the longer term.
• The ACT government recently celebrated 25 years of ParkCare and Landcare in the ACT with
a forum. It really was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the growth and development of
this movement that works so effectively as a community/government partnership. Michael
Mulvaney was a founder of this group, which was amongst the first ParkCare groups and he
is still a major driving force for the whole movement. The forum included a field activity on
Red Hill on the topic of weeds and this has influenced our future planning. The forum was
funded by the Parks and Conservation Service and the Environment and Planning
Directorate. The event was so successful, it is hoped that such forums will be held every year
or two in the future.
• Michael Mulvaney led a walk around the summit of Red Hill at the AGM on
1 November 2013 and will lead a walk at the 2014 AGM on 7 December 2014 from Rusden
Street, Garran.
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•

•

•

An afternoon tea was again held at the Red Hill Lookout café on 13 March and we heard from
Craig Wainwright, the ranger supporting ParkCare groups about his significant contribution
to this reserve and his other work.
The work is almost finalised on the Centennial Trail including from the first lookout on the
summit road. Down the stairs from the lookout, one now comes to the Tardis, a new feature
of the reserve, which has even been the site for a wedding recently. The Centennial Trail path
at this point coincides with our signposted Red Hill Trail.
We currently have 49 financial members and 122 members and friends on our group email
list.

Volunteer hours
Activity
Number of Activities
Average number of participants
Total number of volunteer hours*

2011-12
10

2012-13
11

2013-14
13

9
323

10
314

9
480

* These hours represent on-reserve work and education of members but not meetings, preparation of
submissions, etc.
My thanks again to all members for your time and effort in helping us achieve a better nature reserve.
Thanks particularly to the Committee of Michael Mulvaney, Paul Ratcliffe, Sue Ross, Andrew Zelnik,
Miranda Gardner and Fred Knowler. The Committee’s knowledge and commitment has ensured the
RHR continues to be effective in caring for the Reserve and making a significant contribution to its
long-term wellbeing. In particular, thanks to:
• Michael Mulvaney who continues as our “guru”.
• Paul Ratcliffe for his work as Treasurer and for the recent redevelopment of the starry new
RHR website in amongst other contributions.
• Sue Ross for her role as Secretary, major conduit to many groups that RHR links with and
supporting the group’s work in so many ways.
• The Red Hill rangers, our PCS contact Jasmine Foxlee, our shared Ranger, Craig Wainwright,
and others in the ACT government who work with us to achieve our objectives.
Ross Kingsland
President
Red Hill Regenerators
7 December 2014
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