
AGENDA 
Federal Golf Club Community Panel  
Meeting #3 

 

Date: Thursday 12 October 2017 – 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm  

Location Federal Golf Club, Gowrie Drive Red Hill 

Attendees Gary Rake - Chair 
Marea Fatseas – ISCCC 
James Robinson - Mbark 
Wayne Fletcher – GAHRAG 
Ruth Cully – HRA 
Geoff Robertson – FOG 
Roger Adcock – GAHRAG 
Melissa Bennett – RHRG ISCCC 
Fiona Carrick - WVCC 

Bob Correll - FGC 
Matilda House 
Scott Elias – FGC 
Paul Ratcliffe – RHR 
Norm Pushack – HRA 
Adam Somerville – Mbark 
John Edquist – ISCCC 
Larry O’Loughlin – Conservation Council 

Apologies Elizabeth Lee MLA  
Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA  
Michael Mulvaney – RHR 
Ross Kingsland - RHR 

Caroline Le Couteur MLA 
Jenny Mobbs – COTA 
Catherine Townsend – ACT Govt Architect 
David Burge 

Observers Allan Stewart – President FGC 
Tania Parkes – TPC 
 

Jonathan Goodwin  
Lei Chen – Mbark 
Robert Smyth - TPC 

Administration: Kirra Cox – EPSDD Caroline Sayers – EPSDD 

 

Item Details Presenter 

1. 6.30 Sign-in  

2. 6.30-
6.45pm 

Confirmation of meeting notes from the second panel meeting 

Revised with minor amendments from the meeting and now 
available on the EPSDD website at: 

http://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/your_say/panels  

Gary Rake, 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

3. 6.45 –  
7.00pm 

Tabling of papers and correspondence  

A paper was tabled by a group of panel members for the 
consideration of the panel. Subsequently revised with new title- 
Attachment 1  

Gary Rake, 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

4. 7.00pm - 
7.15pm 

Mbark    

Feedback from last meeting and update on the proposal – 
Attachment 2 

Proponents 
Mbark 

5. 7.15 –   
7.30pm  

ACT Government  

Economic analysis and ‘request for quote’ – Attachment 3 

ACT Government agencies feedback and advice on the Mbark 
proposal – Attachment 3 

Planning policy context – Attachment 3 

Draft report of the Community Panel – Attachment 4 

Gary Rake, 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

http://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/your_say/panels
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6. 7.30pm Welcome MLAs 
Gary Rake, 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

7. 7.35 – 
8.00pm 

Summary of meeting and discussion  

1. Input and comments from panel members: 
• Documents presented immediately prior to or at the 

meeting are to be reviewed by panel members and 
comments lodged. 

• Additional comments and input from panel members will 
be incorporated into the final draft panel report. 

• Panel members’ comments are intended to inform the 
proponent in finalising the proposal for the site.   

• There is a wide range of views of the proposal between 
panel members.  In this regard panel member’s 
comments are not binding.   
- some panel members indicated support for the 

proposal.   
- others indicated that, while they would have 

preferred no development, it was the best proposal 
to date and appreciated the approach of the 
development partners. 

- other panel members may be willing to support the 
proposal once more detailed analysis has been 
undertaken. 

- Some panel member would like the proposal 
assessed as part of a broader planning policy review 
for Red Hill 

- Some panel members do not support the proposed 
development and have indicated they will not change 
their views regardless of any changes made to the 
proposal. 

 
2. Economic analysis:   

• EPSDD advised the panel that the professional firms 
approached to date have been unable to take on the job 
of assessing the financial position of the club. 

• EPSDD will continue efforts to commission a review. 
• EPSDD will provide the community panel members with a 

copy of the ‘request for quote’ for the economic analysis.  
• EPSDD is to provide the results of the economic analysis 

prior to a development application being submitted. 
  

3. Panel members raised some specific questions and issues to 
be included in the final panel report: 
• Consider options for alternative site access from 

Brereton Street or locations other than Gowrie Drive, 
without causing additional traffic problems such as rat 
running. 

• Traffic accident data to be included in any traffic analysis. 
• Provide a staging plan based on the best estimate of the 

current market. 

Gary Rake, 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 
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• Details of plans for solar access to dwellings.  
• Bushfires management strategies to ensure the nature 

reserve is not impacted.  
• Details of the cost associated with the surrender of the 

land to the nature reserve.  
• Assessment of impacts associated with the proposed 

widening of Gowrie Drive. 
• Noise mitigation measures on the site between noise 

sensitive residential uses and the entertainment facility 
of the golf club. 
 

4. The panel discussed the broader planning policy context, 
with the following list being a summary of that discussion: 
• There is not enough scope in the panel process to ask key 

questions such as whether there is a need for residential 
development on this site or whether there is a need for a 
golf course on this site. – GAHRAG, HRA.  

• The proponent is entitled to submit a proposal and to 
have it assessed on its merits – EPSDD. 

• A master planning exercise is not necessarily going to 
addresses the issues raised by the panel members in 
relation to this.  It would also not necessarily result in less 
development potential on this site – EPSDD.  

• A precinct code would only provide planning controls for 
the Federal Golf Club site and not the broader Red Hill 
area as requested by some panel members – EPSDD.  

• There are existing mechanisms to consider the issues at 
hand, including an Environment Impact Assessment. 
There may also be an opportunity to assess the 
cumulative impacts of the Mbark proposal along with 
other development proposals in the area as part of ACT 
Government traffic planning processes. However, this 
would need to be supported by Government - EPSDD. 

• If the broader planning policy context is not considered, 
then the panel members may be forced to reject the 
development proposal on this site because it is not part 
of broader assessment rather than because of problems 
with the proposal itself – Conservation Council. 

• Plans change through time and if the Federal Golf Club 
closes in the future, Mbark predicts that open space 
would be lost from this site – Mbark. 
 

5. Timing of the Mbark proposal: 
• Mbark advised they intend to proceed with a 

development application. 
• The next step is to take a more detailed proposal to 

the broader community. 
• Mbark is making commitments to:  

- undertake view analysis for the Brereton Street 
residents and from key vantage points 
surrounding the site 

- restrict future development on the site to this 
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proposal 
- hand back 10 – 12 ha of land to the nature 

reserve 
- make water available for use by the Golf Club 
- undertake a full traffic analysis. 

 
6. Other Matters: 

• During the meeting the panel discussed the end of the 
community panel.   

• It is time for government to draw this process to a close 
and prepare a report on the panel discussions. 

• The intent of the community panel has been to hear the 
voices of all relevant stakeholders and to provide a forum 
for all the right questions to be asked of the proponent. 

• Ordinarily the community and affected stakeholders only 
have the opportunity to comment on a proposal at the 
time a development application is lodged.  This 
community panel processes has sought to enable a more 
comprehensive pre-DA consultation. It occurs before, but 
does not replace, the formal consultation processes. 

• Panel members agreed to consider a draft report out of 
session. Panel members also agreed that the written 
positions of member groups (in particular GAHRAG and 
MBARK) would be appended to the panel report in full. 
 

   

 


