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Hi

At the last meeting I mentioned the following issues and said that I would submit them. 
They are as follows:

Residential village at Golf Course
Regarding possibly developments at the Federal Golf Course, FOG’s goals are to 
protect and restore Canberra’s grassy ecosystem communities, threatened ecological 
communities. FOG sought and welcomes the current consultation and it hopes that it 
may clarify how the proposed development will impact on remnant woodlands 
within and adjoining the Golf Course site. 
The ultimate decision about the proposal is of course an ACT government decision. 
Should it decided to accept the proposal, FOG would want the following conditions 
met:

The current woodlands on site to be returned to the ACT Government and 
managed as part of CNP. 
The proposed development and any changes at the golf course should not 
create negative impacts on the woodland. Any negative impacts would be the 
subject of a suitable offset. 
The use of water should comply with advice given by Jamie Pittock, a 
member of the Wentworth Group, namely that the bore water level should be 
monitored to ensure that use of water is less than the recharge rate (i.e. water 
level does not go down); and soil moisture sensors are installed on a number 
of greens in and just below the root zone of the grass so that they stop 
watering when the moisture gets to the bottom of the grass roots (or when it 
rains). See: https://research.csiro.au/scientistsgarden/chameleon-soil-water-
sensor/. 
There should be strong evidence that the proposal is sustainable and will not 
be the first step in the eventual deterioration of the adjacent woodland. 

We remain unconvinced that the condition suggested above may be implemented. 
We would like to hear from ACTPLA and or government about the long-term 
implications of the proposal. 

What would happen to the golf course lands if the present proposal is 
not accepted? What would happen to the golf course lands if in say five 
years the Federal Gold Course wound up. 
Are there sufficient golf courses in the ACT? Would the ACT 
government be prepared to buy out the Golf Course so that it could 
amalgamate with another club, or possibly find a separate site? 
What are the fire management implications?
Are Indigenous values compromised? 
What are the implications for clearing of vegetation for roads, fire 
management and other developments. What offsets would be required?
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What are the implications of the development on government finance? 
What conditions would be set down so that the woodlands are not 
negatively impacted, e.g. cat containment, planting of vegetation that 
would extend the woodland and bird habitat and would not be a source 
of weed invasions, etc. 

We remain somewhat unconvinced about the viability of the Federal Gold Course. It 
is asking for a major favour from the ACT community and the short-term and long-
term implications of the decision are unknown. 

How does the proposed development resolve its financial problems. 
Evidence should be provided.
Can it meet the conditions of water use conditions set out above?
Has it considered amalgamating with another Club? 

At the meeting many of those concerns were addressed. Rather than reword FOG’s 
concerns, I thought it best just to table my notes so that you could consider whether you 
have addressed all the issues I have raised.

Geoff Robertson
Friends of Grasslands

On 11 Sep 2017, at 12:46 pm, Terrplan <Terrplan@act.gov.au> wrote:

Dear Community Panel Members,
 
The notes from the first meeting are now available on the EPSDD website.
 
http://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/your_say/panels/federal-golf-club-
community-panel
 
The draft notes from the second meeting will be circulated for your comment and 
input shortly.  Apologies for the delay.
 
You will also be notified shortly of the date for third meeting.
 
Thanks
Caroline Sayers and Kirra Cox
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