
 

ACT Government (EPSDD) 

Report to the 

Federal Golf Club Community Panel Meeting No. 2 

 

1. Engage an economic analyst on behalf of the community panel to independently review and 
report on the financial viability of the club and the proposal. 

Response 

EPSDD is engaging an independent economic analyst to review the audited finances of the 
Federal Golf Club.  The outcomes of this analysis will be presented to meeting No.3. 

2. Provide details of ACT Government policy and practice for support of sporting clubs groups 
and associations including tiers of support and any associated reporting programs. 

Response 

The main form of ACT Government support for sporting clubs is through the annual grants 
program.  This is a $2.4m program that supports the operations of peak sporting bodies, 
participation and capacity improvement activities, some smaller capitals works and some 
equipment support.  The bulk of the program is used for operational support.  All funds from this 
program are subject to formal acquittal processes. 

As a club, the Federal Golf Club is not eligible for operational support.  Funding has been 
provided to the club in the past for course improvements primarily for drought proofing.  This 
was from a one-off funding pool outside the annual grants program.   

The club has sought support in the last two years for infrastructure upgrades to assist with water 
access/use.  However these were unable to be supported by the ACT Government. 

For larger "sports" funding including major capital works, these are funded through the Territory 
budget process. Typically government consideration of such larger investments is on 
consideration of detailed business cases. 

3. Investigate mechanisms for the transfer of the North-West area of the site to the Canberra 
Nature Park in consultation with the proponent MBark. 

Responses 

Surrendering part of the Lease (EPSDD Leasing Section) 

Under clause 6(c) of the existing Crown lease (Block 1 Section 56 Red Hill) the Territory may 
withdraw the whole or any portion or portions of the land for any public purpose.   

Given the possibility that the “area in question” will form part of the adjoining nature reserve, 
any request for withdrawal would be submitted by the Conservator of Flora and Fauna.  The 
request for withdrawal would also include an amended survey showing the area to remain in 
lease. 

Upon receiving a request for withdrawal, the lessee will be provided with 3 months notice of the 
intention to withdraw land.  After this time, the withdrawal will be registered on the Title.   
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Also, it is likely that both the Territory Plan and National Capital Plan would need to be amended 
to include the withdrawn area within the existing nature reserve. 

Including the surrendered land within the Nature Park (ACT Government Conservator of Flora 
and Fauna) 

Once the land was withdrawn there is an internal process to hand the Land Custodianship to the 
Parks and Conservation Service, and from this moment the area would be managed as reserve.  
The Rangers have had a look at the site and there are some woody weeds on it that will need to 
be treated, and a new fence on the revised boundary would need to be built (ideally prior to 
handover).   

The Conservator would then write to the Chief Planning Executive in accordance with Sec 314 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2007 to recommend changes to the public land overlay 
provisions to make this area nature reserve.  The underlying land use would need to be changed 
as well as it is currently restricted access recreation so this would require a full Territory Plan 
Variation. 

Ideally, the new legal reserve boundary would align with the new boundary fence for the golf 
course.  Having the legal boundary aligning with a hard boundary facilitates any regulation that 
may need to occur in the future. 

The area of the Golf Course appears to be ‘urban area’ on the National Capital Plan.  The 
National Capital Authority would decide whether a change to the National Capital Plan would 
occur.  Comments from the National Capital Authority have been sought and are provided 
below.  

Apparently there is a spoil dump in the area but it appears to be clean fill and should not be an 
issue if it is included in the area handed back. 

Territory Plan Variation (EPSDD Territory Plan Section) 

As noted above A full variation to the Territory plan would be required to rezone the 
surrendered land and to include it within the public land overlay, as indicated by the 
Conservator of Flora and Fauna.  This could be undertaken as a separate and independent 
variation or it could be incorporated into the Territory plan variation, if approved, for the MBark 
proposal for the Federal Golf Club site.   

National Capital Plan Amendment  

Mr Andrew Smith, Chief Planner of the National Capital Authority provided the following advice 
on 10 August 2017: 

The NCA would have no objection to the surrender and rezoning of the 10-12ha in the NW corner 
of the site, so it can be included in the adjoining nature reserve as was discussed at the meeting. 

It seems logical that, should this rezoning occur, consideration should be given to amending the 
National Capital Plan to the land into the hills, ridges and buffers section of the metropolitan 
policy plan.   

4. Revise the vision to include additional tests for the development relating to biodiversity, 
climate change, energy efficiency, the community and sustainability.  
 
Revisions to the vision are currently under consideration. 


