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Date: Thursday 3 August 2017 – 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm  

Location Federal Golf Club, Gowrie Drive Red Hill 

Attendees Gary Rake – City Renewal Authority Co-Chair  

Andrew Smith- National Capital Authority 

Geoff Robertson - Friends of the Grasslands  

Norm Pushack - Hughes Residents Group 

Wayne Fletcher -Garran/Hughes RA Group 

Helen Allnutt - Deakin Resident’s Association 

Melissa Bennett (Proxy) ISCC Council 

Adam Somerville - Mbark proponent 

Cam Sullings (Proxy) - Federal Golf Club 

Brett Phillips - EPSDD Co-Chair 

Larry O’Loughlin - Conservation Council 

Matilda House -    Cultural Heritage 

Ruth Cully -  Hughes Residents Group 

Ross Kingsland (Proxy) - Red Hill Regenerators 

John Edquist (Proxy) – ISCC Council 

James Robinson -  Mbark proponent 

Bob Correll -  Federal Golf Club 

 

MLAs Shane Rattenbury MLA 

Nicole Lauder MLA 

Caroline Le Couteur MLA 

Elizabeth Lee MLA 

Apologies Catherine Townsend – ACT Govt Architect 

Jenny Mobbs – Council on the Ageing 

Scott Elias – Federal Golf Club CEO 

Robyn Hendry – Canberra Business Chamber 

Observers Geoff Rutledge – EPSDD 

Nick Richter – Saturday Studio  

 David Burge - observer 

Tania Parkes – Consultant to Mbark 

 

Admin Kirra Cox - EPSDD Caroline Sayers - EPSDD 

 

Item Details Presenter 

1 Sign-in – 6pm - 

2 Formal welcome and introduction to the community panel process  
Gary Rake, A/g 
CEO City Renewal 
Authority 

 

1. Welcomed and thanked panel members for attending. 
2. Acknowledged traditional owners of the land on which we meet. 
3. Housekeeping (bathrooms, catering, emergency exits). 
4. Introduced EPSDD team – Brett Phillips, Caroline Sayers and Kirra Cox  
5. Why a community panel? 

• This is a new approach to community engagement the ACT Government 
is using to help progress complex projects in a holistic and democratic 
manner.  In this forum the ACT Government is taking the role as 
facilitator. 

6. What is the community panel’s objective? 
• To attempt to agree on development opportunities to take to the 
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broader community.  
7. How is the community panel to achieve this objective? 

• Intend to hold 3 meetings 2 hours long each.  
• The objective of meeting 1 is to: be familiarised with the site, understand 

the proposed development of the site and key considerations in relation 
to future developments opportunities on the site. Generate a list of 
questions, share perspectives and aspirations.  

• The objective of meeting 2 is to: be refined after meeting one and can 
include hearing presentations on any additional information gathered to 
inform consideration of development opportunities on the site. Bring 
forward answers to questions.  

• The objective of meeting 3 is to: review options with the aim of agreeing 
on a development proposal to take to the proponent and to the broader 
community. 

8. Who is on the community panel? 
• Variety of stakeholder types (environmental groups, community groups, 

lessees, developers). 
• Representation from older demographic (65+ age group). 
• Representation from indigenous cultural heritage groups 
• Representation from National Capital Authority and ACT Government  
• Gender balance 
• Peak industry groups who can provide a broader strategic perspective on 

issues at play.  
9. Terms of reference and rules of engagement. Agreement to both (draft TOR 

were emailed to community panel members prior to the meeting). 
The Garran/Hughes RA Group indicated that a key reason given for the 
proposed development is to secure the financial viability of the golf club. 
Given that there are potentially other ways for the club to secure its 
financial future (other than through the proposed development) do the 
Terms of Reference allow for these alternative means to be considered by 
the Panel?  Yes. 

 

3 Current proposal  Adam Somerville 
- Mbark 

 

1. Background to Mbark as a NSW developer of retirement villages (website 
added post meeting: http://www.Mbark.com.au for panel members 
information) 

2. Current proposal as at August 2017 – slide show – (some elements available 
upon request) 
• Mbark has not been involved with the past proposals for the site 
• Financial viability for the club is driving impetus for development on the 

land 
• Water security and infrastructure requirements are a key cost element  
• Mbark commenced research on a proposal 2 years ago 
• A series of slides was shown illustrating locations considered for 

 

http://www.mbark.com.au/
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development within the Golf Course site.  This includes locations in the 
North- West area; North- East area; along the interface with Brereton 
Street; around the existing club house and a suggestion put forward by 
the Garran and Hughes Residents Action Group.    

• Following two years investigations and targeted discussions with 
stakeholder groups the preferred location for development to date is 
focused on the area immediately surrounding the club house, car parks, 
practice areas and the like.  

• Development is likely to involve 125 dwellings, mostly single storey 
detached housing, but will include small scale apartment options up to 3 
storeys in height immediately to the north of the existing club house. 

• Option for 10 to 12 hectares in North West location of the site to be 
incorporated into the adjoining Canberra Nature Park 

• Some Golf Club infrastructure is likely to be relocated North East location 
of the site.  

• Key considerations taken into account to date include: environmental 
values; amenity; traffic and access; bushfire risk, sustainability and built 
form. 

4 Discussion  
Brett Phillips, A/g 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

 

1. Matters discussed at the meeting – The following list outlines the matters 
in the order they were raised during the discussion, rather than order of 
importance.   Comments from the ACT Government, as facilitator of the 
panel are in italics.   

• Development of the site should be considered in the context of planning 
and development for Red Hill as a whole (Conservation Council) – except 
that there is a specific proposal for this site that the community the panel 
is being asked to respond to. 

• National Trust not invited to attend (Hughes Residents) – Any matters 
relevant to the National trust can be referred to them and they can be 
invited to attend if necessary. 

• The future financial viability of the golf club in relation to the proposed 
development should be a priority issue for Panel consideration.  Input 
from external experts is required in order for the panel to give proper 
consideration to this matter (Garran/Hughes RA Group) – Agreed refer to 
homework below. 

• A site in the South – West corner of the golf course has previously been 
identified as a potential site for any proposed development. Did Mbark 
consider this site when developing the current proposal (Garran/Hughes 
RA Group) – The South-West corner of the site not been considered by 
Mbark to date. 

• Traditional owners of the land need to be consulted (Cultural Heritage) - 
Agreed refer to homework below. 

• The panel discussed the option to return part of the Golf Club land to the 
Canberra Nature Park - Agreed refer to homework below. 

• Accountability is a key consideration.  Have the proponent’s met with 
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the Minister for Planning and Land management Mr Mick Gentleman 
MLA? – Yes, once.  So have the Red Hill Regenerators and several other 
community organisations. 

• Water requirements, sources, upgrades and operating costs were 
discussed in detail by the entire panel - Agreed refer to homework below. 

•  In response to the draft vision statement proposed by the ACT 
government.  The panel discussed a range of matters including: bushfire 
risks; environmental impacts; cat exclusions; biodiversity; climate 
change; energy efficiency; the viability of golf as long term sport; impacts 
on neighbouring communities; sustainability measures  - Agreed refer to 
homework below. 

• The number of dwellings and anticipated population needs to be 
presented (ISCCC). Mbark notes that approximately 375 bedrooms / 200 
people are anticipated- Agreed refer to homework below. 

• Traffic and access are key considerations for the development and 
should be addressed in the context of cumulative impacts on traffic from 
other developments in the Red Hill area and surrounds (ISCCC) - Agreed 
refer to homework below. It was specifically mentioned that the proposal 
would include upgrades to the present access road Gowrie Drive 
(currently it is really quite dangerous, particularly in wet weather) It was 
also mentioned that consideration would be given to upgrading an 
existing emergency egress track from the club to Brereton Street but this 
would be for emergency use only. There would be no through road from 
Garran to Deakin.  Traffic and road access is very important to Deakin 
residents (Deakin Residents) Agreed refer to homework below. 

• It was also said that there would to be no changes to public access to the 
Federal Golf Course (Deakin Residents) Agreed refer to homework below.   

• The relationship between the Golf Club and the development is not clear 
(Deakin Residents) – It is anticipated the development will be strong 
linked with the Golf Club. 

• Will the Club be seeking a waiver of the lease variation charge 
(Garran/Hughes RA Group) – the club will ask for whatever discounts it is 
eligible for under the legislation. 

• Provide details of ACT Government policy and practice for support of 
sporting clubs groups and associations including tiers of support and any 
associated reporting programs - Agreed refer to homework below. 

2. Additional matters raised by panel members - post meeting – the following 
list provides additional matters that panel members would like to add to 
the discussion that took place at the meeting:   

The following comments were added by the Red Hill Regenerators 

• Pets in the proposed development 
• Vegetation in the proposed development 
• Traffic speed management on the access road 
• Vegetation management in the FGC lease compared to current 

practices 
• Dealing with the Charles Weston plantings 
• Traffic arrangements at the intersection of Gowrie Drive and Red Hill 
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Drive 
• Advice from Emergency Services about their requirements for the 

proposed development including the access road and the impact on 
Red Hill Reserve. 

5 Welcome MLA’s  
Brett Phillips, A/g 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

6 Summary of meeting and discussion  
Brett Phillips, A/g 
Deputy Director-
General, EPSDD 

 

1. Homework for the Proponent – Mbark 

• Provide details of the financial viability of the proposal, including how 
the proposal addresses financial concerns around the provision of 
water, and details of options that have been considered in consultation 
with the Federal Golf Club (excluding any commercial in confidence 
matters) 

• Consult with the Traditional Owners of the land and report on the 
outcomes of that consultation. 

• Provide plans for the preferred location and extent of the proposal and 
land to be surrendered. 

• Provide the panel with details of on likely future mix of housing types 
and the anticipated resident population within the development.  

• Investigate and report on mechanisms to lock in a ‘one-off’ scenario for 
development on the Golf Club land. 

• Investigate mechanisms for the transfer of the North-West area of the 
site to the Canberra Nature Park in consultation with the relevant ACT 
Government agency. 

• Provide details of measures undertaken to protect the woodlands and 
other environmental values along with a discussion of how potential 
impacts have been identified, assessed and are likely to managed. 

• Confirm public access arrangements for and use of the Golf Club 
grounds. 

• Provide details of the potential traffic impacts on roads and access 
arrangements for the development.  This should include any 
environmental impacts, impacts on any feeder and exit roads from 
South Canberra and the Woden Valley, along with consideration of the 
cumulative impacts on traffic associated with other major 
developments within the Red Hill area and surrounds.  

2. Homework for the Federal Golf Club 

• Provide details of the financial viability of the Club and other options 
for preserving the viability of the Federal Golf Club (excluding any 
commercial in confidence matters).  

• Provide details on the Club’s requirements for water storage, 
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consumption and the science supporting the water management 
strategy for the longer term irrigation needs of the club and the 
development. 

• Provide/table a copy of the Club’s Strategic Plan. 

3. Homework for the ACT Government 

• Engage an economic analyst on behalf of the community panel to 
independently review and report on the financial viability of the club 
and the proposal. 

• Provide details of ACT Government policy and practice for support of 
sporting clubs groups and associations including tiers of support and 
any associated reporting programs. 

• Investigate mechanisms for the transfer of the North-West area of the 
site to the Canberra Nature Park in consultation with the proponent 
Mbark. 

• Revise the vision to include additional tests for the development 
relating to biodiversity, climate change, energy efficiency, the 
community and sustainability. 

   

 


