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Federal Golf Club Community Panel 

Findings of six community organisations  

1. The members of the Federal Golf Club Community Panel listed at the end of this document 
provide the following views to the ACT Government concerning the potential for future 
development on the Federal Golf Club (FGC) lease area. 

2. The proposed FGC development involves the construction and operation of a 125 unit 
retirement village in an open space area centrally located on the slopes of Red Hill. 

3. The area of open space on Red Hill referred to in this section includes the Red Hill Nature 
Reserve, the FGC lease area and a number of large urban open space blocks of land in 
Garran, Hughes and Deakin, together with parts of section 66 in Deakin, which abut the golf 
course and the Nature Reserve.  This area is highly sensitive and significant. 

4. The area contains a nationally significant remnant of the critically endangered Yellow Box 
Red Gum grassy woodland.  The woodland comprises over 200 native plant species, a 
number of which are threatened and rare, as are a number of animal species which are 
supported by the woodland.  The woodland and its components are found both within and 
outside the Nature Reserve. 

5. Apart from the nationally significant woodland, Red Hill is also of likely national 
significance as demonstrated by a large area being included in a nomination for inclusion on 
the National Heritage List.  Red Hill is a critical part of a multifunctional urban open space 
system which is of visual, cultural and ecological significance. 

6. The open space area is surrounded by housing and major roads on all sides.  While 
providing an important amenity to residents and other people, the surrounding suburbs and 
roads contribute to the detrimental impacts on the area.  

7. Notwithstanding the iconic character of the Red Hill area, it has and continues to be 
adversely impacted by a wide range of ad hoc damaging activities.  These activities include: 

- the dumping of gravel and building spoil; 
- the dumping and burning of cut trees and other vegetation; 
- the installation and maintenance of telecommunication infrastructure; 
- the creation, widening and maintenance of fire trails, 
- gas pipeline construction; 
- planting of exotic and non-indigenous native species; 
- installation and maintenance of power lines and cables; 
- the removal of vegetation for flood prevention purposes; 
- construction of water supply infrastructure; and 
- the removal of vegetation for fire suppression purposes. 

8. This large number of piecemeal activities over many years has resulted in significant 
damage being done to the area. 
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9. The size and proposed location of the retirement village will add significantly to these 
impacts.  There is no doubt that the construction and operation of the proposed FGC 
development will have a detrimental impact on the critically endangered woodland in the 
adjacent Nature Reserve and on the golf course lease area, Of particular concern is the 
proposal to upgrade the Gowrie Drive access road.  The proposed development will have a 
detrimental impact on recreational activities in the area and will significantly impact on the 
amenity of nearby residents.  The development will increase traffic flows and result in further 
congestion on roads in nearby suburbs.  The development proposal involves the conversion of 
the leased golf course land worth many millions of dollars to private gain for the benefit of a 
few hundred golf club members.  The proposed location for the development is entirely 
inappropriate for a retirement village.  

10. Now and into the future other development proposals are certain to be put forward.  These 
proposed developments, if allowed to proceed, will significantly affect the environment and 
amenity of the Red Hill area.  A prime example is the major development proposal 
announced in August 2017 by the Hindmarsh Group.  This proposed development involves 
the construction of up to 550 residential units at a site on Kent Street in Deakin.  This site 
contains critically endangered woodland, with two sides of the site abutting onto woodland in 
the Nature Reserve.  There is no doubt that a development of this nature will have significant 
direct and indirect impacts on the woodland both on the site and in the adjacent Nature 
Reserve.  In addition, the site is likely to be polluted by leaching and other forms of erosion 
from two adjacent legacy rubbish tips that contain toxic waste.  The development will also 
exacerbate traffic flow problems on the already overcrowded and dangerous Kent Street. 

11. In addition to the damage done by the activities referred to in paragraph 7 the Red Hill 
area is now faced with two very large residential developments which will have a wide range 
of environmental and social impacts on the open space area.  There is every possibility that 
further damaging developments and activities will be proposed in the future.  This is a recipe 
for disaster in this sensitive and significant landscape.  If these proposals are dealt with on a 
case by case basis it will be planning by development rather than development through 
planning.  For this situation to be avoided an overarching planning and management 
framework needs to be developed and implemented. 

12 For the reasons outlined above we recommend that the ACT Government suspends all 
development activity in the Red Hill open space area until a Master Plan for the area has been 
prepared and implemented. 

13. The Master Plan should address the following issues:       

• Providing the means to protect the remaining Red Hill open space and its values. 
 

• Putting in place mechanisms to ensure that there are no detrimental impacts on the 
critically endangered woodland and its components.  
 

• Providing the means to protect mature trees and hollow bearing trees. 
 

• Identifying the steps to be taken to facilitate important areas of woodland outside the 
Red Hill Nature Reserve being incorporated into the Reserve. 
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• The establishment of criteria and management guidelines to govern decision making 
in relation to all activities and proposed developments to be undertaken in the area. 
The development of these criteria and guidelines should take into account the existing 
requirements governing the management of the Nature Reserve and the golf course 
lease requirements. 
 

• Enabling the identification and assessment of indigenous heritage in the area. 
 

• Providing the means to protect the heritage values of the area including the landscape 
values and the view field. 
 

• Protecting community use and sense of belonging to the area. 
 

• Criteria and mechanisms for ensuring that the amenity of adjacent residents is not 
eroded. 
 

• Giving careful consideration to the existence of the high risk Bushfire Zone in the 
area and the potential damage that can result from the need to “scrub’ areas of 
woodland to protect poorly located residential developments. 
 

• Ensuring that the extraction of ground water is less than the discharge rate. 
 

• The means to ensure traffic flows do not result in detrimental impacts on the 
environment and public safety and result in additional congestion on roads in 
surrounding suburbs. 
 

Implementation of the Master Plan will involve the use of a range of ACT Government 
processes, plans and regulatory instruments. 
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