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Nominee Details
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nisation

Do they know they have been nominated? Yes

Title Mr

First name Ross

Surname  Kingsland

Position 

Group/Organisation Red Hill Bush Regenerators

Group/Organisation contact Ross Kingsland

Postal Address 21 Bass Gardens

Suburb Griffith

State ACT

Postcode 2603

Email Address rossandsue@gmail.com

Website URL http://redhillregenerators.org.au/

Primary Phone 62073390

Secondary Phone
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Referee 1

First name Michael

Surname Mulvaney

Group/Organisation Red Hill Regenerators

Relationship to Nominee Volunteer

Primary Phone 02 62059964

Secondary Phone 

Email Address Michael.Mulvaney@act.gov.au

Referee 2

First name Alison

Surname McLeod

Group/Organisation Parks and Conservation

Relationship to Nominee Volunteer Program Coordinator

Primary Phone 02 6205 7384

Secondary Phone 

Email Address Alison.McLeod@act.gov.au
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Nomination Details

1.	Describe the group you are nominating

The Red Hill Bush Regeneration Group (RHR)  are a volunteer group established in 1989 committed to restoring
the native bushland ecology of the Red Hill Nature Reserve, one of the largest remaining remnants of endangered
Yellow Box - Blakley's Red Gum grassy woodland in Australia.
When the group formed in the late 1980s weeds covered more than a third of the reserve and woody weeds
formed massive thickets. The hill was so devalued that rubbish dumping along the road in the reserve was a
common occurence. The regenerators have spent 30 years transforming the rubish bush to nationally significant
woodland , and today thanks to the many thousand volunteer hours Red Hill boasts one of the largest, most
diverse, best condition remnants of box-gum woodland in Australia and brims with over 50 regionally rare or
threatened species.
The RHR's have met on the 1st Sunday of each month for 30 years racking up well over 40,000 volunteer hours
(worth $1.2 million at conservative rates) and have involved hundreds of local community members, school
groups and other Landcare groups and clubs over the years connecting them with their local environment and
motivating them to take action towards conservation and restoration. Through seeking and supporting community,
resident, scout and school group involvement the RHR's have both raised the profile of the conservation
importance of Red Hill and it is acknowledged by residents in all surrounding suburbs as their most valued
community resource.

2.	Explain what natural resource management issue the group is responding to with their landcare project activities

The Red Hill Nature Reserve is a 375 hectare undeveloped ridge line in central Canberra, forming a visual
backdrop to the Australian Parliament House, National Library, Australian National gallery and other national
institutions.
It is one of a patchwork of 33 mostly hill and ridge nature reserves scattered across Canberra, and which make up
the Canberra Nature Park.
Red Hill is not only visually important but is environmentally significant, containing one of the largest protected
remnants of Yellow Box-Red Gum grassy woodland in the ACT region. It supports one of the highest diversities of
woodland plants recorded in south eastern Australia, and is habitat for 57 threatened, rare or regionally
uncommon plant, bird, bat, lizard and grasshopper species.
The ecological importance of Red hill has not always been recognised, with early tree clearing, followed by cattle
grazing, ad hoc developments and general neglect, resulting in over one fifth of the hill becoming choked by
woody weeds.
When the group started woody weeds such as firethorn, cotoneaster and Cootamundra wattle occupied over half
of the site and up until 1995 cattle were still being grazed on the site, resulting in extensive gully erosion and a
mish mash of tracks exacerbated by pedestrian and bike use across the site and invasive weeds such as seratted
tussock, Chilean needlegrass, African Lovegrass, St John's Wort, verbascum, thistles and patterson curse
becoming the dominant grasses.

3.	Explain how the group has repaired and prevented degraded land or environments, including any community
benefit from its on-ground project activities
The Red Hill regenerators have spent an impressive 40,000 volunteer hours over the past 30 years through their
regular monthly working bees undertaking weed control and restoration activities across Red Hill. Working
consistently and systematically the group have now undertaken primary weed control across 300 hectares
including follow-up control over several years. As a result there has been a six fold reduction in woody weed
cover, tens of hectares of serrated tussock reduced to the occasional scattered plant, over 8 hectares of Chilean
Needlegrass infestation restored to native grasslands. Thickets of Cootamundra Wattle removed and replaced by
high quality woodland through assisted natural regeneration.
Extensive work has been undertaken to halt what was once widespread track and gully erosion.
In 1988 weeds dominated over 50% of the reserve, it is now down to less than 10%. in 1988 there were 21 ha of
high quality woodland, now there is over 130 ha. Not only has overall vegetation condition dramatically improved
but populations of nearly all of the fifty threatened or rare plant species have flourished. For example numbers of
the endangered daisy, Button Wrinkelwort, have tripled and populations of Silky Swanson's Pea, Yellow Burr-
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daisy, Tick Bush, Native Trefoil and Nawarra Burr have increased by at least an order of magnitude.

4.	Explain how the group has sought advice, worked with and involved the wider community, other
Landcare/community groups, government, local business, NRM agencies, schools and youth groups, and Indigenous
land managers in the development and implementation of its plans
The Red Hill Regenerators work closely with the Parks and Conservation Service of the ACT Government. In
particular liaise closely with the Rangers responsible for the Red Hill Nature Reserve regarding strategic and
tactical planning, new and maintenance of existing facilities, assistance with large scale projects and supply of
tools, protective clothing and herbicide.
Working together with Parks & Conservation on an annual strategic work plan which is used to guide their
activities and to inform the Regenerators about longer term plans.
The relationship between PCS and the Red Hill Regenerators is formalised by the PCS Volunteer Policy, which
was released in March 2018.
Responding to threats to the Red Hill environment by liasing and consulting with government agencies which
impact the area from time to time. 
RHR have partnered with the Canberra Ornthilogists group to monitor changes in birds over the project area and
also with other citizen science platforms. 
The RHR continue to inform the local community about their work and future plans with letter box drops to the
local residents, taking environmental walks for local residents and other groups, having a good communication
channel for members and new potential members through website, newsletters and twitter feeds. And have a talk
including powerpoint presentation which they take around to all of the local schools, community councils and
resident groups explaining why Red Hill is so special.

5.	Provide examples of how the group has shared and communicated its ideas, plans, skills, and results to encourage
others in the community to increase engagement and participation in landcare (e.g. field days, school visitation
program, community education campaigns, training workshops, online or media promotions, creating partnerships)
The Red Hill Regenerators have consistently encouraged local community groups and institutions to become
involved in conservation and regeneration activities and through this involvement has increased understanding
within local community for Red Hill and its values and their capacity to undertake works of environmental benefit
and over the 30 years comitment they have educated and inspired countless students many who progress to
careers or future volunteers in Landcare and conservation. 
Encouraging community appreciation/involvement through leading organised walks and spotlighting nights and
giving talks to local community groups. The group also supervisors regeneration and education activities of local
schools, scout and other community groups.
The group have developed relationships with  local schools running regular activities over many years including
fortnightly weeding activities with classes from Canberra Girls Grammar School and Deakin High School, nest box
building and monitoring with Deakin and Telopea Park, and planting activities with Red Hill Primary school
students.
The group have also partnered with La Trobe Scouts, Ventures and Cubs, Mugga Cubs, Hughes Scouts, The
Hughes Boys Brigade, Canberra Grammar School, Conservation Volunteers Australia undertaking weeding,
erosion control, wildlife monitoring and building Indian Myna trap building.
The site has become an educational resource and the group have hosted thousands of visitors over the years on
guided walks, developed interpretive signage and distributed educational brochures to neighbouring community.
Through seeking and supporting community, resident, scout and school group involvement the RHR's have both
raised the profile of the conservation importance of Red Hill and have been a major player in why Red Hill is
expressed, in ACT Planning and Land Authority planning documents as the most valued community resource by
residents in all surrounding suburbs.

6.	Describe any key challenges the nominee has faced and the strategies used to overcome them

Following concerns that the extent of woody weed removal was reducing small woodland bird habitat, the group
conducted an experiment where all birds were recorded within three 1ha areas, prior to weeding and then again
over several years post weeding. The experiment expanded and became an awarded University Masters degree
of one of our members, and concluded that about a 10% level of woody weed invasion was favourable to most
woodland birds, and that bird species diversity and abundance did trend towards recovery with natural
regeneration of eucalypt saplings and other native shrubs following woody weed removal. 
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The group have utilised the woody weeds in particular the Cootamundra wattle debris for erosion control, habitat,
and to support new plantings through protection and improving the surrounding soil.
 Other challenges have been dealing with fire. In 2001 bushfire impacted about 75% of the reserve, while the
2003 Canberra fires resulted in stricter fuel reduction requirements being adopted by the ACT Government. The
Wildlfire and subsequent fuel reduction activities basically destroyed much of the recovering habitat.  To mitigate
this habitat destruction the group planted additional trees and shrubs on the site in places away from houses to
rebuild future habitat and included supplementary nesting sites including 150 nesting boxes for specific hollow
dependant birds, gliders and bats.

7.	In 25 words (2-3 sentences), please summarise your nomination, highlighting the key messages that best describe
why this group should be recognised for outstanding achievements to landcare.
The Red Hill Regenerators are a long term committed group of volunteers who have transformed a degraded
weed infested site into a nationally sigificant woodland
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Support Documents

Filename 340_attach_4_1568260529.jpg

Description Red Hill Regenerators taking a break from weeding on a hot day

Filename 340_attach_5_1568260621.jpg

Description World Environment Day Planting

Filename 340_attach_6_1568260706.jpg

Description Dr Mulvaney leading one of the environmental walks

Confirmation

By submitting this nomination to the 2019 State and Territory Landcare Awards I confirm the following:

The information in this nomination is true and correct to the best of my knowledge as at the date submitted.  

I agree to all the entry rules and conditions.  

I have informed my referees of this nomination and that they may be contacted.  

The nomination I have submitted meets all the entry guidelines .  

I have attached two high-res photographs that adhere to the photo guidelines.  

I have addressed ALL criteria for the nominated category within the word limit.  

I have provided details for two referees that may be contacted by the judging panel.  
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