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Ms Wendy Caird 
Chair 
Icon Water 
GPO Box 366 
Canberra City ACT 2601 
 

Restoration of Works within Red Hill Nature Reserve 
 
Dear Ms Caird 
 
Thank you for forwarding our 18 October email to you to Icon Water Management. 
Unfortunately, the reply we received suggests a serious lack of capability and 
commitment to restoration of Icon Water works within nature reserves. This is a 
matter we request that your board investigate and address.  
 
The reply from Icon Water Management and our original letter are attached. We 
asked for a restoration plan, and it seems that none was produced. We weren’t 
expecting more than a page document but did think that, at a minimum, there would 
be a map of the disturbed area to be subject to restoration action and dot points of 
standard actions relating to weed control, erosion control and reinstatement of 
native vegetation. It is beyond belief that an organisation regularly undertaking 
works in natural bush and as large as Icon Water would not have a standard policy 
and a list of restoration actions relevant to works within a nature reserve. If such a 
list does exist, it is disappointing that members of your staff are not aware of or 
utilising such documents.  
 
In terms of the actions that the letter does commit to: 
 
* It is unspecified where the tree material to be mulched is being sourced or the 
volume to be utilised (at a minimum it needs to be weed free and sufficient to 
prevent soil surface erosion); 
 
* The time allowed for follow-up weed inspection/control (a few months) 
is totally inadequate. Weeds that may have been introduced to the site by Icon 
Water vehicles or machinery, together with others that may flourish in the disturbed 
area, will continue to appear over many months.  A time frame of at least 18 months 
is required, or better still, would be a commitment that weeds will be controlled at 
the site until at least 90% of the ground cover is made up of native species. Our 
group is continually frustrated that we have had to take on longer term management 
of the areas of previous Icon Water works because of past and what appears to be 
continuing neglectful practice; 
 
* It is not clear why rock material needs to be removed - firstly there is little on site 
and it is an important habitat element; and 
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* It is not clear what the area of restoration will be and if it includes restoration 
along the previously vegetated track into the area. 
 
The letter outlining proposed actions is also remiss in that: 
 
* It makes no mention of soil erosion mitigation measures;  
 
* It does not commit to machinery or vehicles accessing the restoration area to be 
cleaned of weed and other material prior to entering the reserve; and 
 
* It does not consider reseeding with locally native species or outline the desired 
outcome of restoration.  
 
This is not an isolated incident and there are a number of examples in the Reserve of 
Icon Water having undertaken work over the years, dug trenches and pits and made 
no effort to rehabilitate the areas, which then become heavily weed infested.  We 
would greatly appreciate Icon Water developing and implementing a publicly 
available restoration plan that can be employed for all Icon Water works in ACT 
Nature Reserves.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Ross Kingsland  
President 
Red Hill Regenerators 
 
cc Kristy Gould, South District Manager, Parks and Conservation Service 
 



 


