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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people. We recognise the 

special relationship and connection that Ngunnawal people have with this Country. Ngunnawal 

people are a thriving community whose life and culture are intrinsically connected to this land in a 

way that is core to their physical and spiritual wellbeing, their cultural practices, law/lore, songlines 

and stories. Ngunnawal people have maintained a tangible and intangible cultural, social, 

environmental, spiritual and economic connection to these lands and waters for thousands of 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PARKCARE VISION 

 

 

 

 
 

ParkCare is an inclusive, 

valued and rewarding 

volunteer program where 

positive volunteer 

experiences contribute to 

improved environmental, 

social and educational 

outcomes. 
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A WORD FROM THE SENIOR DIRECTOR 

In 2020-2021 we continued to see uncertainty amongst our community. Following on from a 

year of bushfires, storms and the onset of COVID-19, this past year has continued to see our 

community react to the impact of a global pandemic and yet resiliently and relentlessly 

continue to work towards our shared conservation objectives. 

The commitment of ParkCare Volunteers is consistently demonstrated across each of our 

volunteering streams and your passion, enthusiasm and dedication to conservation and 

engagement across the ACT has been inspiring.  

Across 2020-2021 we saw ParkCarers contribute more than 26,000 hours, with our community 

growing to over 400 active members.  

The ParkCare initiative continues to be a vital component of the Parks and Conservation 

Service, and I look forward to our continued partnerships in 2021 and beyond.  

Thank you, as always, for your outstanding contribution. 

 

Stu 

Stu Jeffress 

Senior Director, Parks and Partnerships 

ACT Parks and Conservation Service 
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2020/2021 IN REVIEW 

It is important to begin this review, by acknowledging that I was not yet with the ParkCare team 

during this reporting period, and that I can only begin to comprehend the difficulty that was 

experienced by the ParkCare community. I also want to recognise the knowledge and 

experience of Scott Ryan and Karen Williams, who both acted in the Volunteer Programs 

Manager role across the 2020/2021 period. 

I have spoken closely with Scott and Karen in writing this report, and each have acknowledged 

the strength and resilience that ParkCare volunteers have demonstrated through what had 

been an undeniably difficult year, following on from a just as difficult period in 2019/2020. Scott 

and Karen spoke of their passion and care for what ParkCare volunteers do, and how 

incredible all of our ParkCare Volunteers are across all of our programs.  

I could not be more grateful as a Volunteer Manager to take on this role from Scott and Karen, 

and to get to work with you into the future. 

2020/2021 brought significant challenges to the volunteering community, as well as broader 

Parks and Conservation Service works, with lockdowns and the uncertainties that surrounded 

the periods in between.  Whilst there were significant trials that were faced amongst each of 

the volunteer program areas, there were also moments of beauty. All program areas continued 

to grow from the year before, and many adapted and shifted their models in response to the 

varying restrictions in place.   

The patience and flexibility the ParkCare community has had to navigate, with swiftly changing 

health advice, that has impacted on how volunteers have been able to perform their roles did 

not go unnoticed. The willingness to react to, and adopt change, was greatly appreciated, and 

is no doubt something that will continue to be faced in the coming year(s).   

I can’t wait to see what is in store for ParkCare in 2021/2022 and beyond. 

 

Lauren  

Volunteer Programs Manager 
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WITH THANKS 

The ParkCare volunteer program would not be able to exist without a significant contribution of 

both volunteers and staff across the ACT Parks and Conservation Service.   

To our ParkCare Volunteers that actively volunteered during the 2020-2021 period, no matter 

which stream(s) you volunteered in, or how many hours you contributed, we want to say a big 

thank you – your time, knowledge and enthusiasm is vital to the work of Parks and 

Conservation Service, and it is an absolute pleasure to be able to work with each of you. 

I would also like to recognise the efforts of the ParkCare Management Team as well, who 

worked tirelessly to support the efforts of our volunteers.   

Firstly, this includes both Scott Ryan and Karen Williams, for their roles in acting as the 

Volunteer Programs Manager, and each bringing their own experiences, passions and insights 

to the program during a tricky period.  You have left the program in a great way with many 

starting blocks for ongoing works and programs. Thank you.   

And secondly, to the incredible ParkCare Volunteer Coordination team, including, Martin Bajt 

(ParkCare Ranger for ParkCare Patch), Chris Evans (ParkCare Ranger for RangerAssist) and 

Kyle McGrath (who acted as the Volunteer Coordinator for VisitorAssist and WildlifeAssist 

while Karen was on higher duties), who worked tirelessly to support the works of our 

volunteers; your passion was demonstrated on a daily basis. 

I also want to recognise PCS Rangers, the Visitor Services teams and the Threatened Species 

Team for their ongoing support of volunteering across the PCS Estate, across all four of our 

volunteering streams. The program would not be able to continue without your ongoing 

commitment and support for volunteer involvement. 

 

Thank you 
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OVERVIEW 

 

 

Volunteers contributed a total of 

26,885 hours 

across 2020-2021 

 

This equated to a total value of 

$1,121,642 

contribution 

 

ParkCare engaged with 

418 active volunteers 

1,655 registered volunteers 

during this period 

 

The ParkCare volunteering program involves a partnership between the Canberra region 

community and the ACT Government, working together to protect and enhance our nature 

reserves and national parks in the ACT. Running for over 30 years, this partnership continues 

to grow and adapt to our changing circumstances.  

The passion and commitment shown by ParkCare Volunteers is demonstrated through the 

continual growth and improvement of the program, and positive impacts on the Canberra 

Nature Park, Nature Reserves and Namadgi National Park.  

 

Thank you to all volunteers involved with the 

ParkCare program in 2020/2021. 
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PARKCARE OVER THE YEARS 

The ParkCare program has continued to evolve and change over its 31 years of running, with 

significant growth occurring in all four of its volunteering streams. 

In 2020-2021, over 26,000 hours were contributed by over 400 active volunteers across the 

ACT. This shows a 14% increase on the 2019-2020 period, demonstrating the impact and 

recovering to volunteering as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

As we move in 2021/2022 the ParkCare program will continue to adapt and grow, and 

volunteers will continue to play a vital role in the ACT’s conservation efforts. 
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THE FOUR STREAMS OF PARKCARE 

There are many ways that the community can engage with ParkCare, and the four streams of 

ParkCare are designed to ensure there is something for everyone.  

 

ParkCare Patch 

ParkCare Patch volunteers take stewardship 

over a ‘patch’ of land within the Canberra Nature 

Park, working closely with the ParkCare team 

and PCS Rangers to develop and deliver on key 

conservation work plans.  Each group is 

coordinated by a volunteer convenor. 

VisitorAssist 

VisitorAssist volunteers are a team of specialist 

visitor services volunteers. They are experts at 

environmental interpretation and held to connect 

members of the community with the environment 

and better understand conservation. VisitorAssist 

volunteers work primarily out of Tidbinbilla Nature 

Reserve and Namadgi National Park.   

 

RangerAssist 

RangerAssist volunteers work alongside PCS 

staff to contribute to projects and initiatives 

throughout the ACT. This stream of volunteering 

provides individuals an opportunity to get behind 

the scenes and work on the activities that our 

ACT PCS Rangers are faced with every day. 

WildlifeAssist 

WildlifeAssist volunteers work with the Tidbinbilla 

Threatened Species Team to care for, protect 

and conserve native animals at Tidbinbilla Nature 

Reserve. WildlifeAssist volunteers work 

alongside staff to contribute to the threatened 

species recovery programs through food 

preparation, enclosure maintenance and other 

works.  
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The COVID-19 pandemic significantly impacted each volunteering stream, with many either not 

able to operate at only, or only in very limited capacities for much of the reporting period. Some 

streams were also more highly affected than others, with the WildlifeAssist program having not 

yet fully recovered from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

ParkCare Patch continued to host the largest amount of volunteers and volunteering hours, 

with a program that spans the breadth of the ACT. An overview of hours contributed by each 

volunteering stream can be found in the graphs below.  
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PARKCARE PATCH REPORT 

  

Photo: Friends of Mulligans Flat 

 

ParkCare Patch volunteers are the origin of the broader ParkCare volunteering program, with 

their contribution spanning over 30 years. Their knowledges, passions and stewardship have 

carried out a significant amount of works to conservation and connection in Canberra Nature 

Park.  

ParkCare Patch consists of 26 local community groups who have taken stewardship over their 

respective ‘patch’ of land, to ensure that it continues to thrive – through weeding, planting and 

other maintenance work. ParkCare Patch groups are invaluable to Canberra Nature Park and 

its conservation outcomes, and 2020-2021 saw a steady growth in the program. 

In 2020/2021, 164 ParkCare Patch volunteers worked across 26 groups, contributing over 

20,000 hours. Each volunteer who logged their hours averaged a significant 126 hours each.  

The top three groups by hours recorded on the ParkCare Hub included: 

• Friends of Mount Majura (3,599 hours) 

• Friends of Black Mountain (3,184 hours) 

• Friends of Aranda Bushland (2,538 hours) 

 

 

 

 

20,672 hours 

 

164 Volunteers 
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*Note: This graph only notes the volunteering hours added into the ParkCare Hub and does not 

necessarily reflect the efforts of each group who may not have registered all of their hours.  
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RANGERASSIST REPORT 

 

 

1,598 hours 

 

93 
Volunteers 

 

RangerAssist volunteering involves working 

alongside a PCS Ranger to undertake a 

range of projects across the ACT including 

planting, weeding, fence removal and 

wildlife surveying.  

In 2020-2021 the RangerAssist Program 

hired a dedicated staff member to the 

program with Chris Evans coordinating the 

volunteering activities. 

The RangerAssist program continues grow 

in 2020-2021, with 2,347 hours recorded 

across 93 volunteers.  

The Majura Pines Track, Wildlife Research 

Activities and Murrumbidgee Corridor River 

Projects accounted for most hours during 

the reporting period. 

The 2020-2021 also saw additional 

corporate and school involvement. 
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VISITORASSIST REPORT 

 

 

3,395 hours 

 

43 Volunteers 

 

The ParkCare VisitorAssist program works across Namadgi National Park and Tidbinbilla 

Nature Reserve and supports visitors to effectively and safely engage with the environment. 

VisitorAssist Volunteers are involved in a variety of ways, including: 

• Providing Volunteer Interpretation at Namadgi and Tidbinbilla Visitor Information 

Centres 

• Engaging with visitors in The Sanctuary and Eucalyptus Forest at Tidbinibilla Nature 

Reserve 

• Running the NaturePlays School Holiday programs  

• Engaging in Heritage Festival events 

• Conducting Platypus Surveys withing the Sanctuary 

• … and more! 

In 2020-2021 the VisitorAssist Program saw 43 volunteers contribute 3,395 hours across 

various roles at both Namadgi National Park and Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve.  

Reporting from volunteers identified that their involvement saw over 22,000 visitors assisted, 

averaging over 500 visitors assisted per active volunteer.  

Most hours contributed were undertaken in the Sanctuary/Eucy Forest, with another larger 

portion of hours allocated to Administration. This administration saw VisitorAssist Volunteers 

undertake a significant project during COVID-19 lockdown periods, which involved the creation 

of a VisitorAssist Handbook.  The 300+ page document created by volunteers contains a 

wealth of knowledge on the flora, fauna and other facets integral to The Sanctuary at 

Tidbinbilla.  

22,263 
Visitors Assisted 
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WILDLIFEASSIST REPORT 

 

 

565 hours 

 

 

40 

Volunteers 

 

The WildlifeAssist volunteering program 

involves volunteers working directly with the 

Threatened Species Team to support 

various wildlife programs. Key activities 

include food preparation, doing the rounds 

and enclosure maintenance.  

WildlifeAssist was the most significantly 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, with 

return to volunteering happening much later 

than that of the other program areas. This is 

due to the sensitive nature of works, and 

uncertainty on what the virus would mean 

for the vulnerable and endangered wildlife 

that volunteers work with. Despite this, 

volunteers still made a significant 

contribution to the program, with over 550 

volunteering hours and 40 volunteers 

involved across the various activities.  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 17 

PARKCARE TRAINING 

 

 

 

ParkCare continues to offer a range of training opportunities for all volunteers across all 

program areas.  

Training in 2020/2021 included: 

• Provide First Aid Training (30 volunteers) 

• ChemCert (32 volunteers) 

• Team Leader Training  

• Alligator Weed Identification Training 

• Grass and Weed ID Training 

 

 

 

 

617 hours 

 

62 Volunteers 
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PARKCARE OUT IN COMMUNITY 

2020-2021 saw the ParkCare community involved in a range of events, including the Heritage 

Festival and ACT Volunteering Expo, to name a few. 

Heritage Festival 

The 38th annual Canberra and Region 

Heritage Festival took place in April of 

2021, celebrating Canberra’s First Nation, 

natural and built heritage. The theme of 

‘Reimagined’ saw over 150 events on offer, 

including guided walks, art making 

activities, performances and more. The 

ParkCare community was involved in 

guided walks across the Canberra region, 

as well as hosting the Picnic at Rock Valley 

event.   

“Our heritage festival events help participants 

learn more about the rich biodiversity, natural 

beauty and season cycles of Black Mountain 

and its plants.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Linda Beveridge, Convenor of Friends of Black Mountain 

2021 Volunteering Expo, National Volunteering Week 

The ParkCare Team also took part in the 2021 Volunteer Expo, engaging the wider Canberra 

community to understand how they can be involved in ParkCare volunteering.   
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VOLUNTEER 

REPORTS 
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FARRER RIDGE PARKCARE 

By Wendy Rainbird 

In July & August, 2020, Farrer Ridge 

ParkCarers worked on woody weed and 

Verbascum treatment in the southern 

section beneath the power lines. 

We planned for the community Spring 

Wildflower Walk to be held in September 

with Barbara. The Farrer Neighbourhood 

Watch members helped promote the Walk.  

Due to Covid restrictions, the Parks 

Operation team did maintenance on the 

Farrer Ridge Nature Trail, thus ensuring on-

going erosion control and walking amenity. 

In September, Correa Driscoll and Wendy did a Tree Health Assessment of the Scar tree that 

Wally Bell had identified. The tree would be over 180 years old. 

Then in October, Correa promoted Landcare for the Future, and a large group of young people 

working with regular ParkCarers, helped to remove or treat lots of weeds. 

ParkCarers continued their weeding work in November. 

With the rain that fell during the year, we saw the Reserve recover from the extensive drought 

that had even left the local Cassinias looking dead. With the rain they started to shoot from the 

base. The dams filled and the ducks and frogs were happy.  

The old erosion control work still being effective against further erosion, and slowing the water 

flow. 

In March 2021, after weeding on Farrer Hill in February, we met with Nina, the Ranger to 

assess the sites for planting Acacias down the north-eastern slope, so as to slow the 

downward spread of Verbascum that had thrived with the rain. 

Wendy asked the Southern ACT Catchment Group to request a grant to help remove the 

severe infestation of Verbascum on Farrer Hill. 

The Office of the Commissioner for Environment staff interviewed and photographed Wendy 

on Farrer Ridge NR in June and published this in their Report of 2022. 
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FRIENDS OF BLACK MOUNTAIN 

By Linda Beveridge 

The highlight was Black Mountain a natural history of a Canberra 

icon by Ian Fraser and Rosemary Purdie, to celebrate the 50th 

Anniversary of Black Mountain; declared a conservation reserve 

on 23 July 1970.  

The book was launched by Professor David Lindenmayer, ANU, 

after the welcome by Wally Bell, Ngunawal elder, and a speech 

by Ian Walker, ACT Conservator for Flora and Fauna, and 

Executive Group Manager for Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development Directorate. FoBM is grateful for the 

sponsorship from that Directorate, Molonglo Conservation Group, 

Riverview Projects (ACT) and many other generous donations. 

The book needed to be reprinted to meet demand.  FoBM 

recorded 3,055 voluntary hours this year, including policy 

consultation and activities including:  

Weeding by 35 people who each came to several of the 19 work parties and removed 15,000 

predominantly woody weeds  

Seventeen (17) guided rambles led by 15 volunteers for 390 participants on themes of Spring 

Wildflowers, Ants, Butterflies, Summit, Wattle, Ngunawal and National Capital Cultures, Fire 

and Plants, and Orchids.  

Kim Pullen gave the fascinating Winter Talk on Invertebrates of Black Mountain to an 

audience of 50 people.  

Eleven (11) Frogwatchers and eight (8) Bird Observers, did multiple surveys during the year.  

Nine volunteers did Vegwatch. It was a pleasure to see greater abundance and species this 

year than in the hot and dry 2019 survey, and the bush re-generating after 90% defoliation by 

the hail storm on 20 January 2020.  

The joint ParkCare display for 3 days at Jamison Plaza was looked after by 28 volunteers. 

COVID-19 travel restrictions heightened people’s interest in finding out more about nearby 

reserves.   

FoBM extends many heartfelt thanks to 100 volunteers, 15 helpful community organisations, 

other organisations, radio and print media, and support by Parks and Conservation Services, 

for their part in our very enjoyable year.  
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FRIENDS OF GOSSAN HILL 

By Julia Raine 

Gossan Hill is a small reserve with mostly local foot and bike traffic from adjoining parts of 

Bruce and Radford College, and is well known for its wildflowers and as a birdwatching 

location.  The Friends of Gossan Hill re-formed during 2020 after an over 20 year break, with 

some of the original volunteers still ready and willing.   

The Friends have started working on the removal of woody and herbaceous weeds, treated 

blackberry patches, St John’s wort and Paterson’s curse.  Garden escapees have been one of 

our main targets especially along the western border, with Freesias, Gazania and African daisy 

some of our top priorities.  We’ve also been helping to manage Cootamundra Wattle across 

the Reserve to maintain habitat for our wonderful orchid populations.  

Our community has been keen to learn more about Gossan Hill with well attended wildflower 

and bird walks, and a geology walk is planned when restrictions allow.  Many local residents 

have had their eyes opened to the diversity of flora and birdlife on Gossan Hill that previously 

they’ve walked right past, and now better understand the importance of keeping to tracks and 

trails and leaving rocks and woody debris in place. 
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FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER 

By Sarah Hnatiuk 

During 2020-2021, Friends of Mount Painter assessed the progress made in revegetating our 

much cleared reserve against the 2000 plan prepared to guide planting. We wanted to update 

the plan to assist us in suggesting to the Parks and Conservation Service what future plantings 

we would like to carry out. We were very fortunate to be helped by David Hogg, who produced 

the original vegetation plan for Mount Painter, and grassy ecosystem ecologist, Rainer 

Rehwinkel. Our 2020-2021 plantings drew on their advice. We planted tree tubestock on the 

upper western and southern slopes, and have been trialling the direct seeding of ground cover 

species. 

Daniel Raad from The Cook Grocer very generously donated to us five dollars from each of the 

2021 calendars of Cook photos that he was selling. The money raised was just enough to 

allow us to start updating and re-designing an illegible, old interpretive sign. We also received 

a World Environment Day donation from Macquarie Primary School, with whom our 

relationship as guides to visiting classes continues. A highlight was a visit by Year 1/2 students 

for which we worked with one of the teachers to develop a scavenger hunt focused on plants 

used by the Ngunnawal people. 

The heavy rain that characterised the year produced a wonderful abundance of weeds and 

native vegetation alike. We feared that we would fail badly in meeting our weeding targets, but 

did less badly than feared as volunteer numbers at our work parties increased, fuelled by 

Covid restrictions and uncertainties. Employing the Bradley method also helped to successfully 

liberate the best patches of native vegetation from weeds. 

We thank the PCS staff who supported us during the year, and a Telstra crew and Jo Clay, 

MLA and her team for planting and weeding with us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher, Monique Dorrough, and volunteers, Jane 

Lake and Frances Knight in hi-vis vests, lead 

Macquarie Primary School students off on a 

scavenger hunt.  
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FRIENDS OF MULLIGANS FLAT 

By Julia Raine 

The Friends of Mulligans Flat will celebrate its 10th anniversary in late 2021, with a large group 

of active volunteers working in partnership with the ACT Parks and Conservation Service to 

improve conservation outcomes in Mulligans Flat and Goorooyarroo Nature Reserves.  We are 

enriched by working on this land and acknowledge the traditional custodians and their 

continuing connection to country. 

Beginning with seasonal work parties and adopt-a-patch weed management in our early years, 

the Friends now meet every month for work parties as well as organise regular community 

wildflower and bird walks.  Our initial focus on Mulligans Flat Reserve has shifted in recent 

years to Goorooyarroo – in 2020/21 we’ve managed weeds and helped to close vehicle tracks 

on ecologically sensitive and heritage areas, and helped with dam rehabilitation works at Little 

Mulligans.  

Our volunteers bring with them a wide range of skills and interests - wildflowers, birdwatching, 

native orchids, heritage and local history – knowledge that is shared as we work together.  We 

thank Rangers Grant Woodbridge, Peter Mills, Dave Whitfield and Ren Webb, for stewarding 

us throughout the years, as well as John Lawler and the many other PCS officers who’ve 

worked with us.  Former Convenors Dr Kathy Eyles and Mark Smith continue to lend their time 

and support, and Dr Michael Doherty, John Brannan and Bill Graham have led our nature 

walks for many years. 

We look forward to working 

alongside PCS staff in their 

conservation work on the 

Reserves, and contributing to 

the shared vision for the 

Mulligans Flat Woodland 

Sanctuary. 
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FRIENDS OF THE PINNACLE 

By John Brannan 

The Year in Review 2020-21 

The 2020-21 year could not have been a greater contrast to the drought, heatwaves, fires and 

smoke of the previous year, bringing abundant rainfall, mild temperatures, a beautiful spring, a 

mild summer, and an even more beautiful autumn. But that was balanced by rampant weed 

growth that overwhelmed our capacity to keep weeds under control in the reserve. Despite 

these challenges, our weeding teams did a fabulous job of keeping the worst of the weeds 

under control. 

2020 was particularly notable for us as July marked the 10th anniversary of the founding of 

fotpin and afforded us a chance to reflect on our achievements, as well as the challenges we 

still face. Other highlights of the year included outstanding guided bird and wildflower walks in 

one of the most abundant springs we have ever experienced. Our list of native flora and fauna 

species recorded at the reserve hit a new record of 740, including 110 native birds species. Of 

particular note was our first ever successful Gang Gang Cockatoo nest in the reserve, which 

produced a young male Gang Gang, christened Nigel.  

We are also very happy to be working with the 

students and teachers from St Francis Xavier 

College, who are helping out at the reserve on 

working bees and have generously set aside 

space in their greenhouses to raise seedlings for 

our revegetation work in Weetangera Paddock. 

 

Young Nigel happily feeding in Red Stringybarks 

Photo by Alison Milton 

 

 

 

 

A nesting Tawny Frogmouth trying very hard not to be 

obvious 

Photo by Alison Milton 
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FRIENDS OF TUGGERANONG HILL 

By Vera Kurz and Cath Blunt 

Friends of Tuggeranong Hill (FOTH) met ten times in the reporting period, being stopped by 

rain only once (remarkable!) and generally having a jolly good and productive time. 

We rotate throughout a number of high 

conservation value sites on the Hill and 

are now seeing some real 

improvements in the reduction of 

woody weeds and garden escapees. 

We do have to concentrate on a few 

patches, because the growth of weeds 

overall on the Hill is significant. 

We have a regular group of about eight -ten people but most weeks we have more than this 

with new folk coming along, some of whom stay and others who don’t.  Our group is very 

friendly and despite working incredibly hard, we always stop at 10.30 to have some of Vera’s 

delicious morning tea. This gives us the strength to continue on until 12. 

We mostly weed, but have also planted shrubs, trees and grasses. We have also removed 

dangerous and unsightly barbed wire from a delightful patch behind the power station. We 

complete the Vegwatch survey annually, ably assisted this year by John Fitzgerald. We are 

very privileged to have the Theodore Axe Grinding Grooves in our patch.  

Some other highlights of the year include a community  information stall we ran at Lanyon 

(focusing on garden escapees and what the public could do about them) the large group of 

‘Millennials’ who swelled our numbers in September to clear out privet on the northern side of 

the Hill - thanks to a Southern ACT Catchment Group (SACTCG) project; the visit by 

Johnathon Davis and the assistance of his ‘Green Beans’ who helped us demolish a sizable 

lavender patch; and the awarding through SACTG, of an ACT Environment Grant to help 

protect the Pink Tailed Worm Lizard habitat  

Many of our group also do a significant amount of weeding between regular meeting times. We 

are the eyes, ears and feet on the ground caring for the wonderful natural resource which is 

Tuggeranong Hill. 

Thanks for the outstanding support we receive from Marty who always delivers and always 

smiles; our wonderful ‘Friends’ who turn up every month, and to our forbears who dedicated 

the hills as natural reserves for us and future generations to look after and enjoy. 



  

 

 27 

GUDGENBY BUSH REGENERATORS 

By Doug Brown 

The 2020-21 year was one of change and consolidation for Gudgenby Bushies as we learnt 

details of the impact of the January 2020 Orroral fire and the subsequent flooding events. 

The first opportunity to return to the regeneration area was in August 2020 via an escorted visit 

with park staff which allowed an inspection of some of our regular worksites even though 

Namadgi remained closed. The visit confirmed that the bulk of the area had been affected by 

the fire and flooding, much quite severely. Nevertheless evidence of extensive regrowth was 

obvious, due largely to the above average rainfall during autumn and winter.  

Work parties were able to resume in October with the permission of park staff, as restrictions 

on public access remained for badly affected areas of the park. Eight work parties were held 

during the year with an average of 12 attendees per work party. There was a welcome 

increase in the number of people expressing interest in participating in our work parties, no 

doubt due largely to the fire’s impact on a much loved national park .  

Work parties were largely devoted to 

removal of woody weeds at several 

readily accessible sites and included 

control of potentially invasive false 

acacia near Frank and Jack’s Hut, a 

listed ACT Heritage site. In response to 

the changes wrought to the 

regeneration area post-fire, in June we 

successfully trialed a process for 

consistent and repeatable visual 

assessment of the condition of particular 

sites which may be repeated in the 

future.  

As well as generally very good tree recovery and limited regrowth of woody weeds, no pine 

wildlings have been recorded since work parties resumed. It appears that, as a consequence 

of the fire, radiata pine has been eliminated from the area of the former plantation. 

Our contribution to Waterwatch activities also recommenced in October after the park’s re-

opening. Five sites were monitored with medium to high water levels recorded, consistent with 

the prevailing wet conditions.  

Photo by Kevin McCue 
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ISAACS RIDGE MOUNT MUGGA MUGGA 

PARKCARE 

By Mike Sim 

Our small group continues work in Isaacs Ridge and Mount Mugga Mugga Nature Reserves, 

though our activities are curtailed by COVID-19 restrictions. 

Most of our work has been removal of briar rose and other woody weeds on the western edge 

of Mugga Mugga Reserve, stretching from O’Malley Pond along Scrivener Creek and on the 

hill close to Akame Circuit.  

When our group was formed in 2008 we had responsibility for Scrivener Hill and carried out a 

major tree planting, but with Government reorganisations this area became part of City 

Services land. We have carried out several weeding activities there over the years, and this 

year we set aside one of our monthly activities to remove thistles and other weeds, with TCCS 

agreement; with our small numbers we could not set up a formal Landcare group for the area. 

Two or three years ago we started planting an area on the east of Isaacs Ridge accessed from 

Mugga Mugga. The eucalypts are growing well so we obtained some additional trees and 

some groundcovers to increase biodiversity. The ground covers have flowered and seeded, 

though we will have to wait to see whether they are increasing. We also obtained sixty acacias 

for infill among the widely-spaced eucalypts; these 

were placed in small groups and are growing well.  

The Canberra Centenary Trail passes through our 

reserves so we get quite a few passers-by, who 

appreciate our work. The section of trail on the west 

side of Mount Mugga Mugga has been changed 

twice and it is common to find people confused about 

where to go. 

Photos of our flora and fauna are added to Canberra 

Nature Map (naturemapr.org). Monitoring of gang-

gang cockatoos is continuing and we keep looking 

for uncommon plants. I wish we could turn a blind 

eye to the weeds. 

 

 

https://canberra.naturemapr.org/
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MAJURA PINES TRAIL ALLIANCE 

By Jake Hannah 

Like all ParkCare groups Majura Pines Trail Alliance 

were challenged by the high rainfall in 2020-21. This 

meant we had a strong focus on trail maintenance work, 

particularly drainage. Several small bridges were 

installed in the really bad areas. We were indebted to 

ACT Parks and Conservation Service who constructed 

the boardwalk at the entrance to the beginner trails and 

allowed us to bring a professional contractor for the 

much needed maintenance of the very popular flow 

trails. 

We also took the opportunity to complete a major 

signage update including, for the first time, beginner and 

intermediate loops. This improvement to the accessibility 

of the Majura Pines Recreation Area has been greatly 

appreciated in the feedback that we receive from riders. 
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MOUNT PLEASANT WORK PARTY 

By Toss Gascoigne 

July 2020: We replanted trees and shrubs taken out by 

a harsh summer and rabbits in the southern section of 

the Reserve.  The soil is surprisingly good. Rabbits are 

the menace and we'll need to keep the water up. Our 

planting rate (digging holes, fertilising, planting, tree 

guards, watering and mulching) worked out at one tree 

per person per ten minutes. 

Today we checked last year's plantings and cut woody 

weeds in the north-eastern section.  The area that was 

cleared of large woody weeds by ADFA cadets last year 

is looking spectacular! Grasses and orchids are 

blooming, and the new plantings are full of vigour. 

August: Planted 100+ plants today on the top of the rocky knoll - drooping she-oak, sticky hopbush, 

box-leaf wattle and black cypress pine.  Good to be putting plants in rather than cutting weeds out.  It 

was fun! 

October: Weeds showing incredible growth. Mustard as high as an elephant's eye, St Johns, 

Paterson's Curse, thistles, mullein all rampant.  We'll need to do more mulching, checking plantings 

before hotter drier weather sets in.  

December: Checked the tree guards, renewed mulch and cut out 100s of small woody weeds in the 

northern section of Mt Pleasant.  The grasslands are spectacular! Great swathes of kangaroo grass, 

and our plantings are thriving. 

February: Walked thru the Reserve with Rangers Stuart and Kym last week, discussing plans for 

mulching the top of Rocky Knob, vinca removal, slashing mustard weed stems and revegetating with 

kangaroo grass.  Vinca and blackberry has been severely knocked back after a couple of sprays 

funded by Environment ACT grant 

April: Mark collected seed of kangaroo grass, raised 170 seedlings all looking healthy and happy.  

Weeded a big patch of Kangaroo Apple. First time we’ve noticed it in the Reserve, with delightful bluish-

purple flowers.   

May: Great planting day today! 400 plants replacing a dense patch of vinca.  Both plants and removal 

of vinca provided by a grant from Environment Australia.  Lomandra logifolia, Microlena stipoides, 

Kunzea Ericifolia, Hardenbergia Violaceae, Dianella Revoluta, Dondonea Viscosa and Acacia Dealbata 

June: The area looks great! Can't wait until spring, and then three years down the track, to see the 

transformation. 
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OAKEY HILL PARKCARE 

By John Butcher 

Like other parkcare groups, the Oakey Hill 

group was obliged to meet the twin challenges 

of covid-19 lockdowns and an unprecedented 

season for weeds. In the course of 2020-21 we 

mainly concentrated on weed control, 

supplemented with occasional track work.  

Covid lockdowns introduced a new dimension 

to our work in that we saw an increased 

incidence of young people building bike jumps 

in the Oakey Hill reserve. This was an entirely 

understandable response to the boredom many 

young people undeniably felt, and for the most part did little harm. However we did have some 

major bike jumps constructed in environmentally sensitive areas which required remediation.  

In 2021 we thought carefully about our weed management strategy going forward. The Oakey 

Hill Park care group has been operating now for 17 years and in that time we have been able 

to control major infestations of invasive species like Cootamundra wattle. However the prolific 

weed growth we have seen over the last two seasons has occasioned a rethink. We are now 

pursuing a nodal strategy in which we have identified several areas of high conservation value 

where we intend to invest the majority of our effort. These are complex areas that offer ideal 

habitat both for native plants and animal species.  

In normal years we have our final parkcare event in November. However, in December 2021, 

realising that verbascum was both plentiful and widespread in parts of Oakey Hill, We decided 

to run a series of weekiy evening events to specifically target verbascum. We resumed weekly 

events through February 2022 with the result that we have been able to substantially remove 

flowering plants over a wide area of Oakey Hill. 

Ours is a dedicated group of volunteers who can be relied upon to turn out regularly for park 

care events. Renewal is always good and we would welcome new members. We have many 

challenges going forward, not least the rampant growth of invasive weeds like St John's wort, 

Blackberry, thistle, fleabane, skeleton weed and, of course, verbascum. It is our hope that if we 

can rehabilitate small bounded areas on Oakey Hill that these can provide a foundation for 

broader scale rehabilitation efforts. 
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URAMBI HILLS PARKCARE 

By Louise Curham and Marg Thomson 

Urambi HIlls Group - Powered by 720 muffins and counting 

Since the group reformed in 2014, after a hiatus from about 2000 (correct us ParkCare 

community if you know the right date), we have served over 720 muffins at our work parties. 

2020 was significant as the first year we ran work parties without them due to Covid-19 

restrictions. We respected those limitations and as the rules permitted we kept going with our 

work. In 2021, we ran one of a small handful of Planet Ark's National Tree Day events. We 

were overwhelmed with registrations and appreciated the hearty support from Marty ParkCare 

ranger, South Depot, our reserve ranger Jim Clark and our catchment group, Southern ACT 

CG.  

The National Tree Day event saw us in the Canberra Times for our 

efforts https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7365826/seedlings-planted-for-national-tree-

day/.  

Like all groups, our plants have had to cope with deep drought, then deep wet. The updside of 

the wet is that we have had the real joy of seeing the 2017 Greening Australia mass plantings 

reach over 2 metres in some cases. That valley is a sea of yellow in spring. Yet our group is 

still learning what thrives on our rocky soils. We tried callitris and red acacias in a shallow 

valley but what's happened is wet, wet feet as the valley became a bog since Feb 2021 and 

those species have not survived. There are mixed results with the cassinias and bursaria. 

Plants just two metres out of the gully are doing well, all fascinating data that will inform what 

we plant next.  

We had some really cold work parties last winter, watching snow up on the tops as we cut 

pyracantha. We are super excited that  

We spent part of the year working 'over the fence' at Amberley Farm tending a planting that 

crosses the park and John's farm (that's Amberley Eggs, you can buy them at the farm gate on 

Kambah Pool road and just about every IGA in Canberra as well as Southside market). This is 

part of our small bird habitat rehabilitation strategy, we figure if the small birds are thriving, 

everything else will be doing pretty well too, so that's our guiding mantra. We're slowly 

measuring success with this approach through the quarterly bird surveys using the woodland 

bird survey protocol carried out by COG luminary Michael Robbins. We have 4 years of data. 

But back on Amberley Farm, the plants on John's side are growing far quicker than on our 

side. Ours are east facing on the slope, his west facing across a hill. But the only real 

difference is his are fenced. We wonder what this all indicates.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F7365826%2Fseedlings-planted-for-national-tree-day%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbcf7cf00e35f4115807b08d9f60520b7%7Cb46c190803344236b978585ee88e4199%7C0%7C0%7C637811324934849213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zjDig%2FJynIBnOh%2BWDLEptPeTSfYw14BUumZSHlrjhiI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F7365826%2Fseedlings-planted-for-national-tree-day%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbcf7cf00e35f4115807b08d9f60520b7%7Cb46c190803344236b978585ee88e4199%7C0%7C0%7C637811324934849213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zjDig%2FJynIBnOh%2BWDLEptPeTSfYw14BUumZSHlrjhiI%3D&reserved=0
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Another highlight of 2021 was that we opened the year with artist-in-residence Tracey Benson 

doing some walks on the park.  

And don't forget the drone! Southern ACT Catchment Group and Adam Carroll, a volunteer 

with our group, worked together to get a federal grant that resulted in purchasing a drone with 

capacity to gather some pretty useful data. It flew over the Hills on an inaugural flight in late 

winter 2021.  

What are we planning? If you like weeds, you need to visit our park! But we can see that as the 

seedlings grow, the weeds diminish in the landscape and we hope some will eventually be 

shaded out, very exciting. And our weeds up close are not so bad. We have lots of native 

grasses and forbes, few areas of weeds as monocultures, all good news. But we hope to get 

the pyracantha out and sometime in the next 5 years, we will aim for a mass briar removal 

project, when the small birds have plenty of other options.  

I'm also keen to try using barcodes or RFIDs on stakes so I can gather some real data about 

progress on the seedlings. I gather they have a schools program in Wagga where children can 

monitor plants through RFIDs on plants in paddocks - let's try it with ParkCare.  

 

 

Pyracantha cutting day cold weather, Aug 2021; growth on 2017 seedlings from two wet 

summers. Both photos by Trent Skene, people in RH are Louise Curham and Bruce McIntyre.  
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RANGERASSIST 

By Ken Thomson 

During the 2020-2021 year there was considerable activity within the Ranger Assist stream. 

A range of land management activities, including weeding, planting, protecting heritage sites, 

removal of fencing for animal passage and erosion control, occur within this program. 

The ‘Volunteer with a Ranger Along 

the Murrumbidgee’ activity has been 

running for a few years and is very 

popular with a range of volunteers. It 

has been conducted on either a 

fortnightly or monthly basis and 

undertakes many varied tasks. 

Considerable attention was paid to 

the surrounds of Cuppacumbalong 

Homestead by removing extensive 

weed growth throughout the heritage 

garden area. 

The historic De Salis Cemetery near the Murrumbidgee River at Tharwa required occasional 

attention through weed control. A mixture of spraying, whipper-snippering, digging and hand-

pulling was used on the African Lovegrass, Verbascum and other weeds. 

Extensive Hawthorn removal has been undertaken along the Murrumbidgee River near Tharwa 

and in the Gigerline Nature Reserve.  Hemlock and other invasive weeds were also targeted. 

The cut-and-dab technique was used. 

Clearing of old fence lines has been undertaken near Pine Island and other locations. 

Planting of several species of Eucalypts and other species has occurred along the 

Murrumbidgee River Corridor to assist long-term stabilisation of the river bank.. 

During the year, Rock Valley Homestead in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve became another activity 

area. It required garden bed maintenance involving weeding, mulching, watering as well as 

lawn mowing and assistance with general landscaping. 

Volunteers participating in the Ranger Assist activities value their contribution towards the 

management of ACT Parks and Nature Reserves. They also appreciate the diversity of 

activities in which they participate. 


